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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
. OFFICE OF TR SECRETARY,
Washington, D. €., December 81, 1896,
S11r: I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives the nine.
teenth number of the Statistical Abstract, prepared by the Chief of
the Bureau of Statistics.
tespectfully, yours,
J. G. CARLISLE, Scevelary.
The SPEAKER oF THE HOUSE 0F REPRESENTATIVES.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREBAU OF STATINTICS,
Washington, D, C., December 24, 1896.

BSIr: I have the honor to submit to you for transmission to Congress
the ninetecnth issue of the Statistical Abstract of the United States.
1t will be unnecessary to specify the many changes in form or matter,
by which new tables have Dbeen introduced and old statements made
more comprehensive.

The demand for the eighteenth issue of this publication was so great
that the entire edition was exhansted early in the spring. More than
10,000 applications were received by the Burean from March to Novem-
ber, and many more requests were addressed to other Bureans and
Departments, ag well as to Members of Congress. The copies given to
the Superintendent of Documents were also soon disposed of, at a
charge of 25 cents per copy. A second edition of 1,000 copies was
printed, and was sent out within ten days after its receipt, Itis within
reason to say that 25,000 copies of the abstract could have been dis-
tributed with advantage throughout the country, and especially in
Btates where no previous distribution had been made.

It 18 certain that the demand for the successive issues of the work
will be larger than it was before this year, and that the existing pro-
visions of the Iaws governing the printing will be inadequate. The
full number of copies now provided for is 12,000, of which 3,000 ave
assigned to this Bureau. I would respectfully recommend that the edi-
tion Dbe raised to 22,000, with the following distribution: House, 8,000;
Senate, 4,000; Burean, 10,000,

WorTHRINGTON (. FoRrD,
Chief of Bureaat.
Hon. Joun G, CARLISLE,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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